PREFACE
TO THE THIRD  EDITION

IN preparing this edition I have made use of a considerable
number of comments on the poem which have been published
since the previous edition, or which have been communicated to
me privately. A few corrections have been made in the text of the
poem and the notes, and a few minor changes or additions incor-
porated in the notes where those could be made without unduly
disturbing the type; but the bulk of new editorial matter will be
found at the end of the volume. To re-set the entire volume would
not only be a costly procedure, but would lead to a change in the
pagination, and that, in turn, would lead to confusion and exas-
peration among scholars who would have to cope with a double
system of reference. For the convenience of the reader the notes
added to this edition have been conflated with those added to
the second edition: the additional notes will therefore be found
to run consecutively from the Introduction to the Biographical
Appendix.

In conclusion, I may be allowed to add that though I cannot
agree with the Rev. William Wotton that the commentary on a
poem requires "more Fineness of Thought, and Happiness of In-
vention, than perhaps Twenty such volumes as those were upon
which these very Criticisms were made", I am beginning to see
why he said it.

J.S.
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